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Information and Referral Program Will Help

Low-Income Individuals, Families Find Resources
LINCOLN, Neb. (Sept. 29, 2010) – The Center for People in Need is now able to directly help more people than ever before as a result of a new Information and Referral program.
Through the new Information and Referral program, advocates work directly with low-income individuals and families to determine each client’s particular needs and refer them to various resources and services in Lincoln and Lancaster County. Referrals help each individual or family take care of basic needs and prepare them to become self-sufficient in the future.
Low-income individuals and families who are interested in the program may call 476-4357 and ask for Information and Referral.
CFPIN received a federal grant to hire 35 AmeriCorps members for one year starting Sept. 1. AmeriCorps members are working in the Information and Referral program.

“There is a great need in the community to help low-income people navigate the large number of programs available through the 100-plus human services agencies in Lincoln,” said Beatty Brasch, executive director of the Center for People in Need. “When we received the AmeriCorps grant, giving us the people we needed to expand our services, we thought it was the perfect opportunity for the Center to offer Information and Referral.”
The Information and Referral program, as well as other programs at CFPIN, have the advantage of diversity. AmeriCorps members speak 16 languages: English, Spanish, Arabic, American Sign Language, Farsi, Kurdish, French, Lingala, Swahili, Kikongo, Nuer, Kiswahilli, Dinka, Burmese, Thai and Karen. AmeriCorps members will be able to communicate with the majority of immigrants and refugees living in Lincoln who come to CFPIN for assistance.
AmeriCorps is a federal initiative providing an opportunity for dedicated individuals to make a big difference in their lives and their community by applying their skills and ideals toward meeting critical needs.

The Center for People in Need, 3901 N. 27th St., Unit 1,  provides comprehensive services and opportunities to support low-income, high needs families and individuals as they strive to lift themselves out of poverty and achieve economic self-sufficiency. More information on the Center’s programs is available at centerforpeopleinneed.org.
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